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CSU Fort Collins Enrollment and Student 
Success Census Fall 2026 

Executive Summary 

Fall 2026 total enrollment is 33,461 students, down -2.8% from Fall 2025. Undergraduate enrollment is down 
-2.5% to 26,175, while graduate enrollment is down -4.1% to 6,584. The decline is concentrated among non-
resident, non-WUE undergraduates (-9.8%), while resident undergraduate enrollment is up +0.8%. Non-RI 
enrollment decreased -4.0%, which exceeds the decrease in RI enrollment (-2.5%). The decrease in non-RI is 
mostly due to a -4.5% decrease in Learning Innovation (formally CSU Online) students. 

CSU welcomes 5,411 new first-year students and 1,305 transfer students. Compared to the FA25 incoming 
undergraduate cohorts, new first-year students increased +0.7% while new transfer students decreased -5.3%. 
At the same time, the undergraduate population continues to become more diverse, with increases in first-
generation students (+3.5%) and racially minoritized students (+4.1%). 

Enrollment changes vary considerably across colleges. Walter Scott Jr. College of Engineering (+5.2%), Veterinary 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences (+5.9%), and Health and Human Sciences (+3.1%) experience the strongest 
growth, while two of our largest colleges, Natural Sciences (-8.2%) and Liberal Arts (-4.0%), see the largest 
declines among the colleges. The large decrease in Intra-University (-13.7%) is likely an artifact of changes in 
advising and orientation processes, which could influence earlier major declaration among Exploratory Studies 
majors. 

Student credit hour (SCH) production totals 403,735, a -2.6% decrease from Fall 2025, closely tracking the 
decline in overall enrollment. Resident-instruction SCH is down -2.5%, while non-resident-instruction SCH is 
down -3.4%. 

First-year retention is down -1.5 percentage points to 86.4%, with resident retention down -2.4 points to 86.5%, 
while non-resident retention remains essentially stable at 86.3%. Retention gaps remain for first-generation 
students (79.6%), Pell recipients (80.8%), and racially minoritized students (83.0%). 

Graduation outcomes are improving. The four-year graduation rate increased +4.1 percentage points to 55.2%, 
and the six-year graduation rate increased +1.6 points to 68.3%. Improvements in four-year graduation occur 
across many student groups, including first-generation students (+5.2 points), racially minoritized students (+4.3 
points), and both resident (+4.8 points) and non-resident (+3.1 points) students. Despite these gains, substantial 
differences in graduation rates persist, particularly for first-generation and Pell-recipient students. 

Overall, Fall 2026 enrollment and SCH are lower compared to Fall 2025, reflecting several factors, including 
fewer new transfer students, fewer non-residents, and improved four-year graduation rates. While faster 
degree completion reduces continuing enrollment and SCH, it is also an important measure of student success. 
The result is a mixed story: enrollment is lower, in part because more students are graduating and doing so 
more quickly, while declines in new transfer and non-resident enrollment remain areas for attention. 
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Table 1: Total Enrollment Headcounts 

Enrollment FA22 FA23 FA24 FA25 FA26 One year change Percent change 

Total students 33,455 33,648 34,218 34,412 33,461 -951 -2.8% 
On Campus 29,124 29,085 29,431 29,418 28,692 -726 -2.5% 
Learning Innovation 4,331 4,563 4,787 4,994 4,769 -225 -4.5% 
RI Student 27,956 27,833 28,208 28,194 27,491 -703 -2.5% 
Non-RI Student 5,499 5,815 6,010 6,218 5,970 -248 -4.0% 
Undergraduate 26,062 26,168 26,500 26,839 26,175 -664 -2.5% 
Graduate 6,688 6,775 7,002 6,862 6,584 -278 -4.1% 
Graduate Coop 84 76 70 72 56 -16 -22.2% 
Professional 609 609 607 609 627 18 3.0% 
Self-Improvement 12 20 39 30 19 -11 -36.7% 
Degree/Cert Seeking 32,157 32,229 32,815 32,827 32,013 -814 -2.5% 
Not Degree/Cert Seeking 1,298 1,419 1,403 1,585 1,448 -137 -8.6% 
Full-Time 26,005 26,285 26,697 26,876 26,221 -655 -2.4% 
Part-Time 7,450 7,363 7,521 7,536 7,240 -296 -3.9% 
Student SCH 400,200 403,462 412,386 414,660 403,735 -10,925 -2.6% 

RI SCH 366,942 367,099 373,015 373,839 364,314 -9,525 -2.5% 
Non-RI SCH 33,258 36,363 39,371 40,821 39,421 -1,400 -3.4% 
Distance only SCH 22,282 26,502 28,442 29,296 26,596 -2,700 -9.2% 
Some distance SCH 109,406 106,813 101,067 106,314 105,175 -1,139 -1.1% 
No distance SCH 268,512 270,147 282,877 279,050 271,964 -7,086 -2.5% 

Student FTE 13,821 13,939 14,255 14,315 13,940 -375 -2.6% 
RI FTE 12,577 12,590 12,797 12,807 12,488 -319 -2.5% 
Non-RI FTE 1,244 1,349 1,458 1,508 1,452 -56 -3.7% 
Distance only FTE 829 985 1,062 1,087 990 -97 -8.9% 
Some distance FTE 3,709 3,624 3,436 3,614 3,578 -36 -1.0% 
No distance FTE 9,283 9,330 9,757 9,614 9,372 -242 -2.5% 

Notes: On Campus Non-RI students include Employees, Graduate Coop, Guests, Semester at Sea, Study Abroad, and Self-Improvement 
students. 
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Student Characteristics 
Table 2: Undergraduates (RI and Non-RI) 

Demographics FA22 FA23 FA24 FA25 FA26 One year 
change Percent change 

Total Undergraduate Students 26,062 26,168 26,500 26,839 26,175 -664 -2.5% 
On Campus 24,622 24,533 24,803 24,987 24,454 -533 -2.1% 
Learning Innovation 1,440 1,635 1,697 1,852 1,721 -131 -7.1% 
Female 14,268 14,378 14,659 14,764 14,325 -439 -3.0% 
Male 11,794 11,790 11,841 12,075 11,850 -225 -1.9% 
Rural R-UG 1,381 1,409 1,466 1,504 1,553 49 3.3% 
Non-Rural R-UG 14,742 14,723 14,921 15,509 15,647 138 0.9% 
Rural R-UG Not Avail 9,939 10,036 10,113 9,826 8,975 -851 -8.7% 
Resident 16,484 16,436 16,699 17,331 17,473 142 0.8% 
Non-Resident 9,578 9,732 9,801 9,508 8,702 -806 -8.5% 

Non-WUE 7,340 7,311 7,500 7,307 6,588 -719 -9.8% 
WUE 2,238 2,421 2,301 2,201 2,114 -87 -4.0% 

First Generation 6,169 6,213 6,265 6,572 6,802 230 3.5% 
Non-First Generation 19,893 19,955 20,235 20,267 19,373 -894 -4.4% 
Pell Recipient 5,005 5,105 6,185 6,027 
Non-Pell Recipient 21,057 21,063 20,315 20,812 
Non-RM 19,185 19,118 19,213 19,210 18,232 -978 -5.1% 

International 667 652 660 699 645 -54 -7.7% 
White 18,318 18,225 18,327 18,260 17,317 -943 -5.2% 
No Response 200 241 226 251 270 19 7.6% 

Racially Minoritized 6,877 7,050 7,287 7,629 7,943 314 4.1% 
Asian 782 794 787 781 822 41 5.2% 
Black 588 665 723 805 884 79 9.8% 
Hawaiian/Pac. Islander 32 41 46 37 34 -3 -8.1% 
Hispanic/Latino 4,054 4,089 4,277 4,461 4,640 179 4.0% 
Native American 140 142 134 139 133 -6 -4.3% 
Multi-Racial 1,281 1,319 1,320 1,406 1,430 24 1.7% 

Dual Enrollment 122 75 63 91 72 -19 -20.9% 
SPUR Start 22 50 28 127.3% 
Entering Class: New 5,563 5,293 5,485 5,376 5,411 35 0.7% 
Entering Class: Transfers 1,516 1,350 1,321 1,378 1,305 -73 -5.3% 

Notes: Data reflect census data. First Generation status, Pell Recipient status, and Rural status are 'Not Available' for graduate or 
professional students. Rural status reflects Colorado Department of Education's definitions and can only be determined for resident 
undergraduates. Total credits must be greater than 0 to be included in the first-time cohort. 
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Table 3: Graduate and Graduate Co-Op Students (RI and Non-RI) 

Demographics FA22 FA23 FA24 FA25 FA26 One year change Percent change 

Total Graduate Students 6,772 6,851 7,072 6,934 6,640 -294 -4.2% 
On Campus 3,881 3,923 3,982 3,792 3,592 -200 -5.3% 
Learning Innovation 2,891 2,928 3,090 3,142 3,048 -94 -3.0% 
Graduate Non-Degree 596 648 741 724 643 -81 -11.2% 
Masters 4,181 4,129 4,171 4,042 3,837 -205 -5.1% 
Ph.D. 1,995 2,074 2,160 2,168 2,160 -8 -0.4% 
Female 3,767 3,777 3,899 3,852 3,684 -168 -4.4% 
Male 3,005 3,074 3,173 3,082 2,956 -126 -4.1% 
Resident 3,335 3,364 3,371 3,430 3,384 -46 -1.3% 

WICHE 98 87 87 109 115 6 5.5% 
Non-WICHE 3,237 3,277 3,284 3,321 3,269 -52 -1.6% 

Non-Resident 3,437 3,487 3,701 3,504 3,256 -248 -7.1% 
Non-RM 5,485 5,563 5,693 5,447 5,203 -244 -4.5% 

International 974 1,199 1,266 1,068 925 -143 -13.4% 
White 4,258 4,139 4,239 4,196 4,010 -186 -4.4% 
No Response 253 225 188 183 268 85 46.4% 

Racially Minoritized 1,287 1,288 1,379 1,487 1,437 -50 -3.4% 
Asian 213 205 254 281 270 -11 -3.9% 
Black 177 182 184 203 181 -22 -10.8% 
Hawaiian/Pac. Islander 9 9 11 14 11 -3 -21.4% 
Hispanic/Latino 627 648 647 697 693 -4 -0.6% 
Native American 23 19 24 27 23 -4 -14.8% 
Multi-Racial 238 225 259 265 259 -6 -2.3% 

Notes: Data reflect census data. First Generation status, Pell Recipient status, and Rural status are 'Not Available' for graduate or 
professional students. 
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Table 4: Professional (DVM) 

Demographics FA22 FA23 FA24 FA25 FA26 One year change Percent change 

Total Professional Students 609 609 607 609 627 18 3.0% 

On Campus 556 555 553 555 588 33 5.9% 

Fairbanks, Alaska 53 54 54 54 39 -15 -27.8% 

Female 511 511 512 525 540 15 2.9% 

Male 98 98 95 84 87 3 3.6% 

Resident 281 284 282 283 291 8 2.8% 

Non-Resident 328 325 325 326 336 10 3.1% 

WICHE 53 49 49 48 46 -2 -4.2% 

Non-WICHE 275 276 276 278 290 12 4.3% 

Non-RM 460 453 442 426 440 14 3.3% 

International 7 8 11 15 19 4 26.7% 

White 441 432 418 403 411 8 2.0% 

No Response 12 13 13 8 10 2 25.0% 

Racially Minoritized 149 156 165 183 187 4 2.2% 

Asian 29 35 40 45 44 -1 -2.2% 

Black 6 9 9 11 6 -5 -45.5% 

Hispanic/Latino 84 83 88 99 106 7 7.1% 

Native American 4 5 5 4 2 -2 -50.0% 

Multi-Racial 26 24 23 24 29 5 20.8% 

Notes: Data reflect census data. First Generation status, Pell Recipient status, and Rural status are 'Not Available' for 
graduate or professional students. 

September 2026 Fall Census Summary 5 



 

   

 
  

         

 

        

        

        

 

        

        

        

 

        

        

        

 

        

        

        

 

        

        

        

 

        

        

        

  

        

        

        

        

  

        

        

        

  

        

        

        

 

  

CSU | Institutional Research, Planning & Effectiveness 

Primary Major College Enrollment 
Table 5: Primary Major College Enrollment Headcounts by Student Level (RI and Non-RI) 

College FA22 FA23 FA24 FA25 FA26 One year change Percent change 

2,083 2,177 2,275 2,324 2,342 Total 18 0.8% 

Agricultural Sciences 1,736 

347 

1,783 

394 

1,895 

380 

1,990 

334 

2,033 

309 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

43 

-25 

2.2% 

-7.5% 

3,907 4,072 4,239 4,271 4,152 Total -119 -2.8% 

Business 2,827 

1,080 

3,014 

1,058 

3,138 

1,101 

3,257 

1,014 

3,236 

916 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

-21 

-98 

-0.6% 

-9.7% 

4,958 4,742 4,857 4,894 5,047 Total 153 3.1% 

Health and Human Sciences 3,974 

984 

3,796 

946 

3,889 

968 

3,950 

944 

4,139 

908 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

189 

-36 

4.8% 

-3.8% 

3,470 3,527 3,439 3,415 2,948 Total -467 -13.7% 

Intra-University 2,885 

585 

2,950 

577 

2,834 

605 

2,827 

588 

2,369 

579 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

-458 

-9 

-16.2% 

-1.5% 

5,179 5,106 4,939 4,906 4,708 Total -198 -4.0% 

Liberal Arts 4,424 

755 

4,394 

712 

4,240 

699 

4,169 

737 

3,986 

722 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

-183 

-15 

-4.4% 

-2.0% 

6,043 6,086 6,221 6,038 5,540 Total -498 -8.2% 

Natural Sciences 5,140 

903 

5,187 

899 

5,293 

928 

5,140 

898 

4,684 

856 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

-456 

-42 

-8.9% 

-4.7% 

2,048 2,076 2,116 2,261 2,395 Total 134 5.9% 

Veterinary Medicine & Biomedical Sci 
977 

462 

962 

505 

975 

534 

1,101 

551 

1,214 

554 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

113 

3 

10.3% 

0.5% 

609 609 607 609 627 Professional 18 3.0% 

3,373 3,450 3,695 3,984 4,190 Total 206 5.2% 

Walter Scott Jr College of Engr 2,408 

965 

2,395 

1,055 

2,569 

1,126 

2,813 

1,171 

3,012 

1,178 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

199 

7 

7.1% 

0.6% 

2,382 2,392 2,398 2,289 2,120 Total -169 -7.4% 

Warner College of Natural Resources 1,691 

691 

1,687 

705 

1,667 

731 

1,592 

697 

1,502 

618 

Undergraduate 

Graduate 

-90 

-79 

-5.7% 

-11.3% 

Notes: Data reflect census data. 
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Retention and Graduation Rates 
Table 6: Retention and Graduation Rates (two most recent first-time, full-time cohorts) 

FT Cohorts Retention 4-yr. Grad 5-yr. Grad 6-yr. Grad 

FA24 FA25 FA21 FA22 FA20 FA21 FA19 FA20 

Overall 87.9% 86.4% 51.1% 55.2% 65.1% 64.5% 66.7% 68.3% 

Resident 88.9% 86.5% 51.4% 56.2% 66.1% 65.8% 67.4% 69.4% 

Non-Resident 86.1% 86.3% 50.7% 53.8% 63.3% 62.8% 65.3% 66.3% 

Racially Minoritized 84.9% 83% 43.3% 47.6% 58.4% 55.7% 59.8% 61.7% 

Non-Racially Minoritized 89.2% 88.1% 54.2% 58.1% 67.9% 68% 69.5% 71% 

Female 88.7% 87.1% 55.2% 59.3% 67.2% 67.3% 68.7% 69.6% 

Male 86.8% 85.5% 45.7% 50.1% 62.4% 60.9% 63.9% 66.5% 

Pell Recipient 82.5% 80.8% 41.6% 42.4% 54.4% 52.9% 55.9% 58.3% 

Non-Pell Recipient 89.8% 88.5% 53.4% 58.2% 67.8% 67.3% 69.6% 70.7% 

First Generation 80.8% 79.6% 39.7% 44.8% 51.9% 51% 55.8% 55.1% 

Non-First Generation 90% 89% 54.3% 58.7% 68.8% 68.3% 70% 71.9% 

Rural 86.6% 86.4% 52.1% 51.8% 60.2% 64.2% 63.3% 63.1% 

Non-Rural 89.2% 86.5% 51.4% 56.6% 66.7% 65.9% 67.9% 69.9% 

Rural Status Not Available 86.1% 86.3% 50.7% 53.8% 63.3% 62.8% 65.3% 66.2% 

Non-STEM 87.2% 85.5% 51.7% 55.8% 63.2% 63.5% 65.1% 66.2% 

STEM 88.8% 87.5% 50.4% 54.5% 68% 66% 68.8% 71.3% 
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Table 7: Retention and Graduation Rate One Year Change (most recent first-time, full-time cohorts) 

Retention to 2nd Fall (FA25 FT Cohorts Cohort) 4-yr. Graduation (FA22 Cohort) 6-yr. Graduation (FA20 Cohort) 

Cohort Percentage Rate size Point Change 
Cohort Percentage Rate size Point Change 

Cohort Percentage Rate size Point Change 

Overall 5,329 86.4% -1.5 5,481 55.2% 4.1 4,486 68.3% 1.6 

Resident 3,683 86.5% -2.4 3,294 56.2% 4.8 2,940 69.4% 1.9 

Non-Resident 1,646 86.3% 0.2 2,187 53.8% 3.1 1,546 66.3% 1 

Non-Resident, 632 89.4% 1.4 WUE 771 58.6% -1.3 342 76.3% -2.1 

Non-Resident, 1,014 84.4% -1.1 Non-WUE 1,416 51.2% 6.3 1,204 63.4% 2.6 

Non-Racially 3,609 88.1% -1.1 Minoritized 3,976 58.1% 4 3,180 71% 1.5 

International 82 80.5% -0.6 69 37.7% -8.5 60 76.3% 23.1 

White 3,490 88.2% -1.2 3,869 58.4% 4 3,105 70.9% 1.1 

No Response 37 91.9% 2.1 38 71.1% 24.2 15 80% 6.7 

Racially Minoritized 1,720 83% -2 1,505 47.6% 4.3 1,306 61.7% 1.9 

Asian 149 85.2% -5.8 169 55.6% 1.4 154 75.3% 8.9 

Black 190 76.8% -5.3 143 31.9% 1.8 106 57.5% 15.7 

Hawaiian/Pac. 3 100% 25Islander 6 66.7% 16.7 4 75% 15 

Hispanic/Latino 1,038 83.6% -0.3 887 46.7% 4.6 765 59.6% -1.2 

Native American 36 69.4% -11.3 23 39.1% 10 27 55.6% 10.1 

Multi-Racial 304 84.9% -2.7 277 53.8% 5.4 250 61.6% -0.9 

Female 2,980 87.1% -1.5 

Male 2,349 85.5% -1.3 

3,087 59.3% 4.1 

2,394 50.1% 4.4 

2,604 69.6% 0.9 

1,882 66.5% 2.5 

Pell Recipient 1,415 80.8% -1.7 

Non-Pell Recipient 3,914 88.5% -1.3 

1,032 42.4% 0.8 

4,449 58.2% 4.8 

874 58.3% 2.3 

3,612 70.7% 1.1 

First Generation 1,456 79.6% -1.2 

Non-First 3,873 89% -1 Generation 

1,368 44.8% 5.2 

4,113 58.7% 4.4 

967 55.1% -0.7 

3,519 71.9% 1.9 

Rural 332 86.4% -0.2 

Non-Rural 3,351 86.5% -2.7 

Rural Status Not 1,646 86.3% 0.2 Available 

301 51.8% -0.3 

2,993 56.6% 5.3 

2,187 53.8% 3.1 

244 63.1% -0.2 

2,695 69.9% 2.1 

1,547 66.2% 0.9 

STEM 2,416 87.5% -1.3 

Non-STEM 2,913 85.5% -1.7 

2,268 54.5% 4.1 

3,213 55.8% 4.1 

1,833 71.3% 2.5 

2,653 66.2% 1.1 
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